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The Charity Estate to benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte wiE
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delight visit

ors with an updated European inferior by interior designer

Robbie Warren. Among the surprises are chrome lighting fixtures and circular backsplash files that lend modern appeal to this classically styled kitchen

Built With Love

Showhouse Benetfits Ronald McDonald House
By Trish Stukbauer ® Photography by Matt Silk

Custom builder Jeff Conger is painfully familiar with the
difficulties faced by families whose loved ones are hospitalized with
serious illnesses. So when interior designer Robbie Warren approached
him about creating a charity estate to benefit the construction of a
Ronald McDonald House in Charlotte, his response was enthusiastic.

“I had always wanted to create a show home for a reputable
charity. When Robbie brought the idea to us, we were immediately
on board, and we quickly got together with residential designer Jim
Phelps of Carolina Design Group to create the home,” says the owner
of Conger Builders, Inc.

The result of their collaboration is a striking $2.65 million estate
of more than 8,000 heated square feet that was inspired by Scottish
manor homes. Proceeds generated from estate tours and facility

rentals, as well as a significant portion of the profits from the sale

of this estate, will fund the construction of the Ronald McDonald
House of Charlotte, which will be built near medical facilities on
Morehead Street.

The theme of the charity estate stems from the home’s location
in Skyecroft and the team’s desire to create something unique. “When
you're doing a showhouse like this, you want to show people something
different. Skyecroft is a Scottish-themed community, so we wanted the
home to have that feel,” Conger says. That begins with the exterior
Phelps envisioned. “We used a large round stone that’s a true building
stone. The home has a modified Tudor design, with v-groove cedar
paneling inside rough cedar borders, which is different from anything
seen in Charlotte before,” Conger says.

That will be evident as soon as visitors step across the threshold

and enter the foyer, where the walls and a modified groin vault ceiling

Unique touches can be found throughou! the Scaitish country eslote created by Conges
Builders, such as the disfinclive placement of the balusters on this curving slaircase

are all crafted of stone. “The interior is quite grand,” Warren says, describing
stone fireplaces and distressed cabinets that add to the aged appcarance. Yet
she and her design team have surprises in store. “When you look at European
design magazines, they have a different twist on what we term Old World
style. In Burope, they take these great old houses and update them. The
features that stay true to the architecture are the permanent ones — such as
fireplaces and floors, but they update homes with modern paint colors, fabrics
and lighting. Here we build new homes and make them look old, but thats
not truly what an old house looks like, We're striving to create the illusion that
this is an old home that’s been updated.”

That’s displayed in places such as the master bath, where extensive
wood panels conceal built-in shelving. “The false walls provide wonderful
storage, while the room looks like a library in a castle that has been converted

into a master bath,” she says. Other touches, like round backsplash tiles and

Updated furniture and surprising colors give the interiors the look of o
Furopean manor that has been thoughtiully refreshed over the years

Love is the strongest medicine.

When a child’s life is at stake, doctors can offer
treatments, but medical professionalsagree that the ongoing
love and support of his or her family have essential healing
qualities. To reach specialized treatment facilities, families
sometimes must travel many miles from home for long
periods of time. That’s where Ronald McDonald Houses
step in to provide a welcoming and affordable home away
from home for families near children’s hospitals.

In spring 2008, Charlotte will join the hundreds of
cities that take that extra step to care for families of sick
children. Levine Children’s Hospital is fast becoming one
of the top pediatric medical facilities on the east coast. Its
more than 240 beds for ill children result in many family
members who need a temporary home. Presbyterian
Hospital is also on track to double its current practice,
adding substantially to the number of ill children treated.

To address these needs, the 30,000-square-foot
Chatlotte Ronald McDonald House is being built, and
will ultimately have 21 suites for families in need. The
Charlotte Ronald McDonald House will be sustained
through a network of volunteers and community support.
Generous contributions by individuals and corporations
have enabled plans for the house to come to life. However,
more help is needed to support both the construction and
the ongoing workings of the house, for which ground will

be broken this winter.

To learn more about how you can help Charlotte build a legacy
of caring for families in need, visit www. rmhofcharlovte.org

or call (704) 361-4379.




Above: Luxurious bedding, comfortable furnishings anc
chandelier create a welcome retreat in the master suile.

ini touches such as a crystal

Left: As soon as they walk in the impasing front doors, visitors will feel as if they have
stepped onlo the Scottish moors, thanks to architectural details like this stone foyer.

chrome lighting fixtures give the kitchen a modern, updated feel, while
its architecture hearkens back to the past. “There’s a main kitchen and a
scullery kitchen. In Europe, scullery kitchens were used by servants. For
modern families, that space now becomes an ideal prep kitchen for caterers,
with a microwave, sink and under counter washer and dryer for linens
and tablecloths.”

Throughour the home, the fabrics are a sophisticated surprise. “The
colors and fabrics are brighter and create an upbeat look. We have aqua blues,
apricot bordering on bright orange, and some fuchsia. It’s a great blending of
colors that is quite striking and very much updated European,” Warren says.
That’s evident in the teecnage gitl’s bright bedroom, a colorful X-box room,
and a vibrant boy’s nursery filled with strong colors. The furnishings used
throughout are keeping with the modern look. “They lean more toward clean
lines, and are not so heavy and ornate,” she says.

The Old World fair returns in the lower level. “You walk down a spiral
staircase into a wine cellar adjacent to a tasting area. Between them is a stone
hall that leads to a door with a cedar header,” Conger says. Visitors will have
an extra incentive to visit that space, as the room has been transformed into a
chocolate tasting room for the show.

While this home might not be set against the Scottish moors, it boasts

a striking view. “We have an infinity edge pool overlooking Skyecroft’s main

Wood paneling in the masler bath conceals builkin shelving,
providing homeowners with needed storage space while conveying
the impression that the space was converted from use as a library.
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Since Jeff and Fred Conger founded Conger
Builders, Inc. in 2001 as a small firm that built just a few
homes a year, the company has been growing by leaps and
bounds. Managing that exponential growth to benefit his
clients by getting a solid team of skilled professionals in
place has been his main priority.

“QOur key advantage has been that we are structured
to deal with and manage our growth,” says Conger, whose
firm now annually builds between 12 and 15 homes,
generally priced above $1 million. “We would like to be
known primarily as a reputable custom builder, not a spec
builder. We like to work on projects from the ground up,
and work with clients to give them their dream homes.
We want to build a custom home building machine to the
extent that we have the people and procedures in place to
make the custom building process run as smoothly as the
spec home building process. When we do that, it’s a win-
win for everyone.”

The firm is currently building in sought-after
neighborhoods along the Providence Road corridor like
Skyecroft and Founders Circle in Myers Park, and small
enclaves that they are developing, like Sumner Hall off
Old Providence Road and Fletcher Creek, off Providence
Road across from Charlotte Latin School. Conger’s
plans for the future include new introductions designed
for an underserved niche. “We are working on creating
high-quality homes priced in the $700%. We have seen a

number of people who are looking to downsize or move

up who want the quality of a million dollar home but just

can’t afford that price point. We will be putting together

the type of homes that meet their specifications,” he says.

To learn more about the builder, visit congerbuilders.com.
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Bui/ﬂ/er - Conger Builders, Inc.
www.CongerBuilders.com, (704) 321-0190

Interior Design - Robbie Warren Interiors, Inc.
www.RobbieWarren.com, (704) 378-4211

kﬁ.‘ifﬂ/ﬂnﬁh/ Des{qner - Carolina Design Group
www.CarolinaDesignGroup.com, (704) 895-7805

Ne{g/téor/woﬂ/ - Skyecroft, www.Skyecroft.com, (704) 844-2911

Media 51001450}’ - Today’s Custom Home
www. TodaysCustomHome.com, (704) 529-8200

P/toz‘ojmp/t)/- Matt Silk Photographics
www.mattsilk.com, (843) 399-3946

Pr L.Vlﬂlflj - Belk Printing

www.bellkprinting.com, (704) 588-4433

Anﬁque.s - The Antique Cupboard, (704) 889-4387
App/t'ames - Plaza Appliance Mart, (704) 568-7600

Art- Joie Lassiter Gallery, www.Lassitergallery.com, (704) 373-1464
- Art Source & Design, (704) 344-9736

Auo/w/ V[ﬂ/ﬁ‘o - Intelligent Home, (704) 643-9898

Bﬁﬂ/ﬁ{tlflj - DeWoolfson Down
www.dewoolfsonlinens.com, (704) 541-9722

BL//lﬂVﬂ/ Furm's/uhjs - Nostalgic Sports & Games, (704) 540-8330
Cabinets - Forte Custom Cabinetry, (704) 940-2892

Catering - Firebirds Wood Fired Grill
www.firebirdsrockymountaingrill.com, (704) 752-7979 Stonecrest
Shopping Center or (704) 295-1919 in Northlake Mall

Children's Furm's/uhﬂs _ Bellini, www.bellini.com, (704) 377-6888

Chocolatier - The Chocolate Shoppe Gardner’s Mercantile
(704) 889-1805

Closets - Closets by Design, www.closetsbydesign.com, (704) 588-7272
Conm‘en‘o/bs - Universal Stone, (704) 394-1221

Dmpay Fabrication - Designer’s Window
(704) 527-6590 - To the Trade Only

D}’ﬂlbﬁiy HﬂVﬂ/WﬂVé— Keenan James, (704) 333-0006
D;ywa// - Wayne’s Drywall
Exterior Trim - McGinty Builders, Jim McGinty, 704-361-0616

Fabrics - Duralee Fabrics through Karen Saks
(704) 377-9277 - To the Trade Only

Faux Finishes - Janet Marsh, (704) 577-7448

Floral Arvangements - Mayfield Manor - (704) 338-9883
Framing - Trinity Masonty, 704-201-5535

Furnishings - Henredon Factory Outler, (828) 322-7111

Gar ﬂjﬁ’ Floor 514)7%665 - Ardent Surfaces, (704) 996-8959
G[ﬁ‘ S/WIb - Gardner’s Mercantile, (704) 889-1021

C;Vﬂﬂ/t'l/lj - Fence Row Farms
- Baucom Enterprises

Hardwaao/s - Associated Flooring, 704-588-8870
/M.Elzt/ﬂﬁﬂkl - Carolina Foam Solutions, 704-401-8026
Landscaping - Red Tree, (704) 583-4333

Lighting - Lee Lighting Pincville, (704) 540-5878
- Robbie Warren Interiors, (704) 378-4211

Lumber Sotlnln/tc.s - The Building Center
Mattresses - Factory Mattress Outlet - (704) 289-4655

Murals - Kim Falls, (704) 560-9176
- Charlotte Q. Simpson Baucom, (704) 846-3992

0141‘0/00;' Fur m's/n'njs - Summer Classics Store
www.summerclassics.com, (704) 372-0095

Pa[nﬁnj - Interstate Painting, (704) 541-5760
Pavers - Stone Edge Surfacing, (704) 537-7499
P/umb[nj Fixtures - Ferguson Kitchen & Bath, (704) 372-8840

Pool - Carolina Aqua Pools, www.carolinaaquapools.com

(704) 543-8202

Pool F/oon'nj - Pleat Flooring

Rear porches/jpatios - Hartstone — 502-938-4306
Roofing - GWC Roofing, 704-882-7663

Ruj.s - Persian Rug House, (704) 889-4387
Statrcase - Southern Staircase, (704) 357-1221
Stone/Masonry - Griffin Masonry, 704-545-2722
Stove Hood - Stone Age Design, (404) 355-2589
Stucco - Carolina Design Team, (704) 401-6827
7ile - Brown and Morgan Tile and Marble, (704) 872-8051
Windows - Lincoln Windows

Wine Cellar - Apex Wine Cellars, www.groupapex.com
(3306) 834-9596

D e 1\ N NONsSOrs

BﬂMﬂ/— Robin Rogers, www.robinrogers.com, (704) 922-5278
Catering - Armin's Catering, (704) 947-1670

Event Planners - BCD Meetings and Incentives, (704) 388-7133
Flowers - 1-800-flowers®, Shelly Boyd, (704) 523-2280
Rentals - Classic Party Rentals, Christine Young, (704) 523-9300
Sound - Norman Sound & Productions, (704) 334-1601
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Authentic stone work, heavy cedar beams and v-groove cedar paneling lend a true Scottish
flair to this elegant estate, the sale of which will benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte.

pond. When you're below the pool looking back at the house, you'll see a 5°
waterfall,” Conger says. While you're taking in that spectacular view, take a
moment to reflect that touring this home benefits a worthy cause that is near
to the heart of everyone involved in this project.

“My family has experienced what these families are going through,”
Conger says. “My brother died of leukemia when he was 20. My family spent
a lot of hours in the hospital, and there wasn’t a Ronald McDonald house
for my parents to go to. My mother passed away from pancreatic cancer this
past December, which was one more opportunity for us to spend time in the
hospital. So there has always been a place in our hearts for this cause. We
understand that during that time, we can’t reduce the stress and pain, bur it
may soften it just a little if there’s a place like the Ronald McDonald House
for families to turn to.” E

Home Tours

The Charity Estate to benefit the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte
is located in Skyecroft. Tours will be held September 8th through October
14th on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fridays from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m. Tickets will
cost $12 at the door. Patrons who present a McDonalds’ trayliner will receive
a $2 discount. After touring the home, don't forget to visit the Gardener’s
Mercantile shop for unique finds. For more information, visit rmhofcharlotte.

org or call (704) 361-4379.
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Architectural elements of interior design are the
aspects of a project that most intrigue Robbie Warren. The
owner of Robbie Warren Interiors enjoys nothing more
than getting involved with a home in its initial planning
stages and seeing every element through to completion.

“Custom home is a term that’s thrown around a
lot. What I'm doing is much more personalized. We're
creating a home for a particular family that’s focused on
their lifestyle and how they need that house to function,”
says the award-winning interior designer. That level of
attention is why Charlotteans have trusted Robbie to
create homes thar are elegant interpretations of their
individual style for over 19 years.

Warren and her staff of talented designers have
brought to life authentic homes and interiors that range
from Old World clegance to relaxed Mediterrancan and
urban contemporary. “We have five designers on staff to
meet our clients’ needs,” Warren explains. “That includes
onte designer who focuses solely on spec homes, since
so many builders don’t have the time and resources to
dedicate to those homes.” By focusing on such homes,
Warren's staff is ensuring that future buyers receive a home
that boasts a designer’s studied approach to fulfilling their

needs and meeting their desires.

10 learn more about the designer, visit www.RobbieWarren.com

or call (704) 378-4211.




